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 DISTRICT EDUCATION COUNCIL 
ANGLOPHONE SCHOOL DISTRICT-NORTH 

 

MINUTES 
April 11, 2022 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 
 

Present: Joe Petersen, Chair 
  Sheila Rogers, Vice-Chair 
  Gilbert Cyr 
  Andy Flanagan 
  Carmel Hambrook 
  Rev. Albertine LeBlanc 
  Nancy McBain  

Paul Mourant 
  Mark Donovan, Superintendent 
  Brenda Dunnett, Executive Assistant 
 
   

 
  

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Joe Petersen, Chair, welcomed the public to the District Education Council 
meeting, and he acknowledged that the meeting was taking place on unceded 
territory.  He called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Carmel Hambrook and seconded by Paul Mourant to 
approve the agenda as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

C. PRESENTATION:  Mr. David Chaisson, Principal, Superior Middle School 
 
Mr. Chaisson used a PowerPoint presentation to explain the project-based and 
personalized learning model that was implemented at Superior Middle School 
in 2018 for Grade 6, 7, and 8 students.  He noted that prior to implementing 
this model, students were disengaged, there was an increase in student 
absenteeism, and the same teaching approach was used for most students.  
Preliminary investigations revealed that there was a desire to change the 
delivery of education by having students work on projects in group settings.  
  
In 2018, the E-Pods became “choice blocks”, which gave the students the 
opportunity to choose from 12-14 different choices. Mr. Chaisson noted that 
students learn better when they can choose a project that is of particular 
interest to them. In the project-based and personalized learning model, 
students change teachers three different times each year.  Advisory blocks are  
held two times each week, which gives students the opportunity to bond with 
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teachers and communicate issues relating to social-emotional learning, etc. 
Teachers also regularly designate a specific amount of time every second 
Friday to send emails home with the goal of improving communication with 
parents and reporting how their children are doing in school.     
 
Mr. Chaisson stated that project-based learning exposes students to critical 
thinking, curiosity, empathy, conflict resolution, setting goals, and life skills. He 
displayed some photos of student projects, and he noted that essays and 
curriculum outcomes were part of these projects.   
 
Mr. Chaisson expressed appreciation to ASD-N district staff for allowing 
Superior Middle School to have the autonomy to lead this change, the 
opportunity to implement half-day Wednesdays, and the united front in which 
to introduce this change to parents.   
 
District Education Council members were given the opportunity to ask 
questions and learn more about this learning model.  A book will be sent to 
Superior Middle School’s library as a gift in appreciation for Mr. Chaisson’s 
presentation. 
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Gilbert Cyr and seconded by Carmel Hambrook to 
approve the March 21, 2022 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

E. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
There was no business arising from the minutes.  
 

F. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

         Policy Monitoring 
         (i)    GP 1,2,3,4,5,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (ii)   C/SR 4 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iii)  EL 1,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iv)  E-9, GP-4 – In Compliance – See Attached Briefing Notes 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Sheila Rogers and seconded by Carmel Hambrook to 
approve the Consent Agenda Items.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

G. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Mr. Petersen noted a letter he received from Hon. Dominic Cardy 
acknowledging the District Education Council’s motion to re-appoint Mr. 
Donovan as Superintendent for a five-year contract, and congratulating Mr. 
Donovan on his re-appointment. 
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H. NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business to discuss. 
 

I. CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Petersen reported that the last meeting with the Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Deputy Minister was held on March 30, 2022 at the Office of the 
Superintendent in Miramichi, at which time the proposed changes to the 
governance model were presented. 
 
Mr. Petersen received the nomination packages for the Minister’s Excellence 
in Education Award.  The District Education Council members chose Carmel 
Hambrook, Rev. Albertine LeBlanc, and Paul Mourant to participate on the 
selection committee for these awards.  The nominations will be reviewed, and 
the two winners will be selected at the DEC Retreat in Moncton on April 22-23. 
These names will be forwarded to the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development prior to the April 28, 2022 deadline. 
 

J. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Donovan reported as follows: 
 

• Congratulations to the following employees who received Starfish 
Awards: 
- Michelle Arseneault, Teacher, Dalhousie Regional High School 
- Betty Ann Demerchant, Educational Assistant, Gretna Green School 
- Marjorie Innes, Bus Driver, Gretna Green School 
- Chris Walsh, Teacher, Gretna Green School 
- Scott Underhill, I.T. Technician, Miramichi Education Center (Bonar 

Law Memorial School) 
- Beverley MacDonald, Administrative Assistant, Napan Elem. School 
- Paul Robichaud, Custodian, Napan Elementary School 
- Markedah Whyte, Teacher, North & South Esk Elementary School 

 

• Congratulations to Danny Underhill, Josh McCormack, and Jamie Curtis 
who received Outstanding Volunteer Awards for their work in coaching 
the Blackville School Golden Eagles’ hockey team. 

 

• Mr. Donovan joined this meeting virtually from the ULead Conference in 
Banff, Alberta.  Eleven administrators were also attending this 
conference, along with several members of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  Among the keynote topics were Personalized Learning, First 
Nation Education, and Social-Emotional Learning.  Mr. Donovan was 
encouraged by these discussions and was pleased with the advances 
that ASD-N is already making in these three areas.  
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Another topic discussed at this conference was Outdoor Learning 
Spaces at schools.  Mr. Donovan stressed the importance of schools 
having these outdoor spaces so that students can have the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in nature and to learn how to respect their 
environment.  He suggested that ASD-N should circle back to the new 
school construction project in Campbellton to have a deeper discussion 
about the location of the school and if it is being built in a location that 
can support Outdoor Learning. 
 
Mr. Donovan concluded his report by indicating that he is excited to 
return home with new ideas and start planning for the new school year. 
 

K. DEC MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Carmel Hambrook: 
 

• She will be attending a Parent School Support Committee meeting on 
April 12, 2022 at Gretna Green School.  She also has PSSC meetings 
scheduled in the near future at Tabusintac Community School and Max 
Aitken Academy. 

 
Rev. Albertine LeBlanc: 
 

• She participated in the parade of fire trucks, police, and members of the 
Blackville community to help celebrate the Golden Eagles’ win of the 
provincial hockey championship.  

 

• Her next PSSC meeting will be at Millerton School. 
 

• She is looking forward to meeting with the DEC members in-person at 
the retreat in Moncton on April 22-23. 
 

• She stated that the meeting with the Deputy Minister and Assistant 
Deputy Minister on March 30 was very informative. 

 
Nancy McBain: 
 

• Ms. McBain commented on issues relating to governance, and how First 
Nation governance applies to the overall governance of the education 
system.  
 

• She informed Council members that she has been invited to attend First 
Nation meetings to gain a better understanding about First Nation 
programs, such as Jordan’s Principle, how these programs are being 
used in schools, and the responsibilities of schools before implementing 
them.  
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• She will forward an email to the District Education Council members to 
share portions of the Education Act that address the role of District 
Education Councils. She noted that it is important to have a better 
understanding about the province’s right to change the current 
governance model. Mr. Petersen noted that Stacey Brown, former DEC 
Manager, will be attending the DEC Retreat in Moncton to provide 
information about policies, governance, etc. 
 

• Ms. McBain sees the progress that is being made in schools with First 
Nation education, not only among First Nation students but among the 
overall population of students.   
 

Paul Mourant: 
 

• Bonar Law Memorial School will be holding a “Walk for Ukraine” on 
Wednesday, April 13, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Money raised at this event 
will be sent to Ukraine. 

 
Gilbert Cyr: 
 

• He had no further PSSC meetings to report since the March meeting. 
 

• Mr. Cyr commented on the governance restructuring process.  He stated 
that he is not against this process if there are any identified deficiencies 
or shortcomings in the current governance model.  However, he 
indicated that the new proposed model would have to explain how these 
deficiencies will be addressed and that parents will continue to have a 
voice.  He stressed that the best interest of students must be first and 
paramount. 
 

• He is supporting Mr. Donovan in ensuring that the best decisions are 
made regarding the construction of the new K-8 school in Campbellton. 
 

Sheila Rogers: 
 

• Bathurst High School has a new Drugs and Addiction social worker, 
Rachel Legacy.  Students can make appointments with Ms. Legacy on 
Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  A short introductory video can 
be found on the school’s website. 

 

• Terry Fox Elementary School held a PSSC meeting on April 5. 
- Students at this school are very excited that school clubs, field 

trips, and assemblies are resuming.   
- The school is intent on finding ways to engage all families. 
- Reading interventions were held during 26 days of class time 

from January to March. Grades 1, 2 and 3 students collectively 
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experienced an increase in results equivalent to one year of 
growth during the 26 days of interventions. 

- The Grade 5 graduation celebration will be held in June. 
 

• Parkwood Heights Elementary School held its PSSC meeting on April 
7, and Janeville Elementary School will be holding its meeting on April 
25. 

 

• Ms. Rogers informed her Parent School Support Committees about the 
proposed governance model that would eliminate DEC’s and PSSC’s.  
She invited the members to forward to her any questions they may have 
in this regard. 

 

L. 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next regular meeting of the District Education Council will be held in-person 
on Monday, May 16, 2022, at 5:30 p.m., at Rexton Elementary School. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. on a motion by Carmel Hambrook. 
         

 

Respectfully submitted, 
       

Original signed by Brenda Dunnett 
 
Brenda Dunnett 
Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/DEC 


