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 DISTRICT EDUCATION COUNCIL 
ANGLOPHONE NORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES 
December 14, 2020 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 
 

Present: Micheal Mortlock, Chair 
Joe Petersen, Vice-Chair 

  Andy Flanagan 
  Carmel Hambrook 
  Rev. Albertine LeBlanc 
  Sheila Rogers 
  Mark Donovan, Superintendent 
  Brenda Dunnett, Executive Assistant 
 
Regrets: Nancy McBain 
Absent: Brittnee Gallant 
   

 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Mortlock welcomed members of the public to this virtual meeting and 
introduced each of the District Education Council members.  He called the meeting 
to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Carmel Hambrook and seconded by Joe Petersen that the 
Agenda be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Sheila Rogers and seconded by Andy Flanagan that the 
minutes of the November 16, 2020 meeting be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

D. 
 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 

E. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

         Policy Monitoring 
         (i)    GP 1,2,3,4,5,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (ii)   C/SR 4 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iii)  EL 1,7 – Meeting Review Form 
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         (iv)  E-10, E-11, C/SR-2, EL-11, EL-12 – In Compliance – See Attached 
Briefing Notes 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY Andy Flanagan and seconded by Joe Petersen that the 
Consent Agenda Items be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

F. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

District Education Council members received all correspondence items prior to the 
meeting. 
 

G. NEW BUSINESS 
 

(a)   Declaration of Vacant Position in Subdistrict 7 
 
Mr. Mortlock informed Council members that numerous attempts were made to 
contact the current DEC member in Sub District 7 since September. However, 
despite phone calls, emails and a registered letter, these attempts have been 
unsuccessful. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Joe Petersen and seconded by Rev. Albertine LeBlanc that 
the District Education Council is declaring the position in Subdistrict 7 as being 
vacant.  MOTION CARRIED.  A letter will be sent to Hon. Dominic Cardy informing 
him of this vacancy. 
 

H. CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Mortlock stated that amazing things have been occurring across the school 
district with regard to food drives, virtual meetings, etc. He also noted that several 
schools sent notes of appreciation to the District Education Council for the 
poinsettias they received. 
 
Mr. Mortlock noted that Anglophone North School District will continue its work to 
ensure that all students and staff remain safe. 
 

I. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

 Mr. Donovan invited Council members to check the school websites for the 
virtual Christmas Concerts. 

 

 Lindsay Warren, Parent at Rexton Elementary School, received an 
Outstanding Volunteer Award. 
 

 Starfish Awards were presented to: 
 
- Katherine Halas Moulton, Teacher, Bonar Law Memorial School 
- Stephen Robichaud, Bus Driver, Miramichi 
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 Mr. Donovan thanked Sheila Rogers and Rev. Albertine LeBlanc for 
participating on the committee to select ASD-N’s recipients of the Minister’s 
Excellence in Education Award. The names of the two worthy educators 
were submitted to the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development.  These names will be kept confidential until the Minister 
announces them in January. 

 

 ASD-N will hire four Behaviour Intervention Workers in January to provide 
extra support at the middle school level. 
 

 Nineteen new ASD-N teachers enjoyed their participation in the virtual Early 
Career Teacher Conference that took place on December 9. 
 

 Mr. Donovan reviewed measures that the district is taking to address 
learning gaps, impacts on vulnerable youth and mental health for both 
students and staff.  Some of these measures include: 
 
- Purchase of software programs to close learning gaps, including 

Squiggle Park, Dream Box Math and Zorbit. 
 

- Purchase of 400 new iPads as additional support for elementary schools. 
 

- Ongoing upgrades to teachers’ and students’ computer hardware in all 
schools.  These upgrades will continue to be made during the Christmas 
Break. 

 
- Resolving issues that students are having with devices and connectivity 

by early January. 
 

- A commitment to have BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) in all ASD-N 
schools by December 21, 2021.  

 
- The hiring of two mental health mentors to support mental health 

strategies (one position in Bathurst north and one in Miramichi south).  
Staff will continue to receive ongoing professional development. 

 
- The hiring of additional staff to support Home Learning for over fifty 

vulnerable students. 
 

- An opportunity for all staff to participate in a “live chat” with Dr. Jody 
Carrington, the author of Kids These Days, on December 16.  This book 
focuses on the need for everyone to take care of themselves and to 
foster relationships to help others. 

 

 There are several “Good News Stories” in ASD-N: 
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- Jacquet River School’s Making Spirit Bright program has partnered with 
students to help spread the Christmas spirit. 
 

- Bathurst High School’s culinary class baked 1,500 ginger cookies for the 
Spirit of Christmas treat bags that Bathurst seniors received. 

 
- With the help of ten Miramichi-area schools, Max Aitken Academy raised 

over $7,000 for its Santa for Seniors program. 
 
- Nelson Rural School students chatted live with Prime Minister Trudeau 

and Mr. Pat Finnigan on December 8.  Mr. Trudeau commended the 
students for their ongoing efforts with the Heritage Fair, and he 
discussed plans for this year’s virtual Heritage Fair. 

 
- Gretna Green School will be the first school in Canada to introduce the 

“All Kids Bike Program”, a program that originated in the United States.  
The focus of this program is to teach all primary students how to ride a 
bike safely. 

 
Mr. Donovan concluded his comments by reflecting on the past four months as 
being challenging, but they were also exciting months, considering all the good 
things that are happening in ASD-N. 
 

 J. 
 

DEC MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Rev. Albertine LeBlanc reported on PSSC meetings she attended: 
 

- Millerton School, November 18 (Skype): 
- Three new students will be enrolling. 
- Staff were encouraged by the addition of one new teacher this year and 

extra custodial hours. 
- The basketball program will continue this year thanks to a person who 

offered to coach the team. 
- The School Improvement Plan will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
- Students are adapting well to the school year; however, staff seem 

stressed. 
- Rev. LeBlanc will represent the District Education Council at the raising 

of the Mi’kmaq Grand Council flag at Millerton School. 
 

- North & South Esk Regional, December 9: 
- Students are able to attend school every day, due to sufficient space in 

the school. 
- The principal noted that students are doing well. 

 
Rev. LeBlanc will attend the PSSC meeting at Blackville School on December 17. 
 



5 
 

Rev. LeBlanc also thanked the District Education Council for allowing her to serve 
on the committee to select the recipients of the Minister’s Excellence in Education 
Award. 
 
Joe Petersen attended the Minister’s Forum on November 30.   
 
Mr. Petersen also attended a PSSC meeting at L.E. Reinsborough School and 
reported as follows: 
 

-      There was some discussion about outdated hardware.   
-    Parents were pleased that the Superintendent provided funding for the 

   Literacy Footprint Kits.       
-    $12,000 was raised for the Charlie Woodcock Foundation. 
-    Students received their report cards, and parent-teacher interviews 

   were held. 
  

Carmel Hambrook reported on the PSSC meetings in her subdistrict: 
 

 Miramichi Valley High School – The PSSC meeting was postponed until 
December 14, 2020.  Mrs. Hambrook was unable to attend that meeting as 
it was scheduled for the same night as the DEC meeting. 
 

 Max Aitken Academy – PSSC meeting was postponed until the New Year. 
 

 Tabusintac Community School: 
- The roles of the PSSC and the District Education Council were 

explained to the members.  
- The school’s start-up went very well. 
- PSSC members inquired about reducing the speed limit or placing a 

speed bump in front of the school.  Mr. Mortlock suggested that the 
PSSC approach the school’s Home & School Association.  Mr. Donovan 
also stated that he could provide the committee with a letter of support 
for this cause. Mrs. Hambrook will relay this information to the PSSC 
members. 

- PSSC members expressed concern about the lack of Guidance and 
mental health workers at this school.  Mrs. Hambrook inquired into the 
possibility of funding for Covid-related resources to help students cope 
better.  Mr. Donovan will raise this matter with Connie Daley, Director of 
Education Support Services, and he will contact Mrs. Bev Morris, 
Principal. 

 
Mrs. Hambrook suggested extending an invitation to the principals, who were 
scheduled to host DEC meetings this school year, and giving them an opportunity 
to make a virtual presentation at each month’s meeting.  Following discussion, it 
was agreed that principals should not have any extra demands placed on them at 
this time and that principals’ presentations be deferred until in-person DEC 
meetings resume. 
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Andy Flanagan reported as follows: 
 

 The Home & School Association at Dr. Losier Middle School raised $1,000 
in a virtual 50/50 draw to help support school initiatives.  

 The James M. Hill “Card in a Box” project raised over $2,000 for Safe Grad 
2021. 

 Virtual Christmas Concerts are taking place during the week of December 
14, 2020. 
 

Sheila Rogers reported on the following: 
 

 Bathurst High School held Parent/Teacher Interviews, via Microsoft 
Bookings, on November 19 and 20. 

 

 Parkwood Heights Elementary School held Parent/Teacher Interviews, and 
the PSSC postponed its December meeting until January.  
 

 Terry Fox Elementary School has a “Student Art Gallery”, with artwork 
posted on the school’s bulletin board. 
 

 Superior Middle School held a successful Citrus Campaign, and it will host 
a virtual Book Fair. 
 

 Ms. Rogers reported on the virtual Provincial Curriculum and Evaluation 
Advisory Committee meeting she attended on November 25, 2020.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for April 2021. 
 

 She participated in the selection of ASD-N’s recipients of the Minister’s 
Excellence in Education Award. She noted that all entries were excellent. 
 

 Ms. Rogers’ class assisted with the Spirit of Christmas project. 
 

 Ms. Rogers noted that Nelson Rural School’s Grade 4 musical entry became 
a national finalist in the CBC Canadian Music Class 2020 Elementary 
Contest. 
 

Mr. Mortlock reported that Campbellton Middle School held its first PSSC meeting 
on November 12.  He attended the PSSC meeting at Lord Beaverbrook School on 
December 7, but he could not attend the meeting at Sugarloaf Senior High School 
as it was scheduled for the same night.   
 
Mr. Mortlock reported that a common concern expressed among these PSSC 
meetings centered on aging computer hardware.  Council members discussed this 
issue, as well as an issue relating to the shortage of technicians. Mr. Donovan 
noted that the district is investing heavily into hardware and expects that the district 
will complete upgrades in the schools by spring.  He suggested tabling these items 
until the January DEC meeting to allow him an opportunity to discuss this further 
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with the Director of Finance and Administration and the two I.T. Technician 
supervisors. 

K. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next regular meeting of the District Education Council will take place virtually 
on January 18, 2021. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. on a motion by Carmel Hambrook. 
 

        
Respectfully submitted, 

       
 

Original signed by Brenda Dunnett 
 

Brenda Dunnett 
      Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/DEC 


