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 DISTRICT EDUCATION COUNCIL 
ANGLOPHONE NORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES 
February 11, 2019 

Parkwood Heights Elementary School 
 

Present: Micheal Mortlock, Chair 
  Joe Petersen, Vice-Chair 
  Carmel Hambrook 
  Beatrice LeBlanc 
  Mark Donovan, Superintendent 
  Brenda Dunnett, Executive Assistant 
 
Regrets: Andy Flanagan 
  Nancy McBain 
  Sheila Rogers 
 

 
 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Mortlock called the meeting of the District Education Council to order at 5:30 
p.m. at Parkwood Heights Elementary School.    
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved by consensus. 
 

C. Presentation:  Mr. Dan Doucet, Principal – Parkwood Heights Elementary 
                         School 
 
Mr. Doucet welcomed the District Education Council members to Parkwood 
Heights Elementary School, where he has been the Principal for the past two years.  
He stated that the school provides many opportunities for students to participate 
and advance in STEM projects. He noted that in addition to all classes working on 
STEM projects, they also participate in a STEM challenge each month. 
 
Mr. Doucet led Council members to the cafeteria and to the Learning Commons 
Room where there were many Brilliant Labs and STEM projects on display.  These 
included a communications board, marble maze, catapult projects, homemade 
musical instruments, jet car and robots.  Students are also involved in computer 
coding and creating Claymation projects with the use of iPads.  
 
As a token of appreciation for hosting the District Education Council meeting, Mr. 
Mortlock presented Mr. Doucet with a book for his school library. 
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D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the January 22, 2019 meeting were approved by consensus. 
 

E. 
 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

There was no business arising from the minutes.  
 

F. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

         Policy Monitoring 
         (i)    GP 1,2,3,4,5,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (ii)   C/SR 4 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iii)  EL 1,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iv)  EL-4 – In Compliance – See Attached Briefing Notes 
 
The Consent Agenda Items were approved by consensus. 
 

G. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

All correspondence items were forwarded to the District Education Council 
members prior to this meeting.   
 

H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

(a)  iPads for PSSC Appreciation Dinner 
 

Following a brief discussion, there was consensus among the members to 
purchase two iPads for the PSSC Appreciation Dinner on May 6, 2019.  The iPads 
will be awarded to two schools - one for the Bathurst, Dalhousie and Campbellton 
areas and one for the Miramichi area - that have the highest percentage, per capita, 
of PSSC members attending the dinner. 
 
Mr. Mortlock noted that invitations for the PSSC Appreciation Dinner were 
extended to Hon. Dominic Cardy, John McLaughlin, Chris Treadwell, Nancy 
Boucher and Stacey Brown.   
 
A question was raised about the criteria for the “Celebrate the Spirit Awards”, 
particularly whether DEC members are eligible to nominate a community person 
or group for this award.  Mr. Donovan will discuss this matter with Meredith Caissie, 
District Communications Officer, and will obtain further clarification. 
 

I. CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Mortlock reported on the following: 
 

• District Education Council members will receive photo I.D. cards with      
ASD-N lanyards.  The photos will be taken on February 22, 2019 when the 
members are in Miramichi for the Minister’s visit. 

 

• New ASD-N business cards will be ordered for Council members to replace 
the original cards that were issued in 2012. 
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• An ASD-N High School Leadership Forum will be held prior to March 31, 
2019. 

 

J. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Donovan reported as follows: 
 

• He showed a video to the members about “Milo”, a robot that was designed 
to support the educational needs of autistic students. A robot has been 
purchased for Max Aitken Academy and Lord Beaverbrook School, two 
schools which have a higher population of autistic children. Mr. Donovan 
explained that this robot can help autistic students explore the world of 
coding and can help them with their peer socialization skills.  It is a stepping 
stone to helping these students progress further in their development. 
Teachers will receive training, and they will begin using the robots after the 
March Break.   

 

• A Starfish Award was presented to Charles Austin, a teacher at Terry Fox 
Elementary School.  The student version of the Starfish Award was also 
presented to a student at Rexton Elementary School.  This student 
recognized and reported racist literature that she found in the school’s 
library.  This student was the first elementary student in ASD-N to receive a 
Starfish Award. 
 

• In recognition of “Staff Appreciation Week”, fruit and vegetable trays will be 
delivered to all of the schools and education centers in Anglophone North 
School District during the week of February 11. Mr. Donovan recently 
presented principals with an ASD-N pop-up cell phone holder in 
appreciation for everything they do in the schools.  He also presented pop-
up holders to the District Education Council members. 
 

• Minister Cardy will visit Anglophone North School District on February 22.  
Arrangements have been made for the District Education Council members 
to meet with the Minister during lunch time on that date. 
 

• French Immersion consultations will soon begin to review the Grade 1 
French Immersion entry point. 
 

• Ernst & Young is currently conducting a study in the Millerton, South Esk 
and Cassilis areas to review shared boundaries, the catchment area for 
Millerton and provide options for creating more efficiencies in school bus 
transportation.  A report will be sent to the school district following this study. 
 

• Mr. Donovan provided an update on Juno 2019.  A gala event to unveil a 
Canadian Heritage Minute tribute to the North Shore Regiment is also 
planned for May 14, 2019 in Miramichi.  Mr. Donovan noted that the 
students, who will be participating in Juno 2019, will be presenting at the 
Provincial DEC Spring Symposium in May.  A partnership with CTV News 
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is also being pursued whereby students would travel to Halifax and explore 
the possibility of a reporter covering their trip to France. 
 

• The Directors of Schools are in the process of planning a High School 
Leadership Forum in March.  This will give student representatives from 
each of the eight high schools in ASD-N an opportunity to brainstorm and 
network with their peers on various school issues.  Following the Forum, a 
report will be prepared for the District Education Council. 
 

• ASD-N is currently in discussions with John Hopkins’ University in Maryland 
about its Center for Talented Youth (CTY) program.  This program targets 
talented youth who, due to personal or financial circumstances, may never 
have their full potential recognized.  ASD-N is currently exploring the 
possibility of several teachers visiting John Hopkins’ University during the 
summer. 
 

• Mr. Donovan noted that the high number of school cancellations is very 
concerning.  A draft letter to parents is in the consultation stage, and it 
outlines some options with regard to weather-related days, ie. delayed bus 
runs, early dismissal and individual school closures. Mr. Donovan stated 
that it will also be important to coordinate these options with the 
Francophone districts.  Mr. Mortlock indicated that he will also discuss this 
matter with the Francophone DEC Chairs at their next meeting.  
 
Mr. Donovan noted that implementing these options would put ASD-N on 
par with the procedures followed in the other three Anglophone school 
districts. During a brief discussion, Council members agreed that delayed 
bus runs would be very appropriate.  Student safety, however, will remain 
the Number One priority. 

 

K. 
 
 

DEC MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Beatrice LeBlanc has been in contact with the principals of the schools in her 
subdistrict to obtain minutes of PSSC meetings, which she was unable to attend 
due to work commitments.  She reported as follows: 
 

- The principal at Eleanor W. Graham Middle School explained to teachers a 
different format for Parent-Teacher Interviews.  This format will be similar to 
Rexton Elementary School and Bonar Law Memorial School.   

 
- Two teachers at Eleanor W. Graham Middle School will be retiring in June.   

 
- The cafeteria at E.W.G. is now turning a profit. 

 
- Cheryl Warman, Community Schools Coordinator, is assisting E.W.G. with 

its cookbook fundraiser.   
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- The Wrestling Club is up and running in the Rexton area with students 
participating from Rexton Elementary School, Eleanor W. Graham Middle 
School, Elsipogtog School and École Soleil Levant.   
 

- Chinese teachers are teaching Marshall Arts to Rexton students. 
 

- Students at Rexton Elementary School were recently recognized for their 
good performance and behavior. 
 

- Rexton Elementary School is utilizing the school’s website, Facebook and 
Messenger to communicate messages and announcements to the public. 
 

Joe Petersen recently attended a PSSC meeting at L.E. Reinsborough School.  He 
noted that repair work has been completed in the areas that are currently being 
occupied at L.E. Reinsborough School.  Mr. Petersen also stated that he will inform 
PSSC members in his subdistrict about the date scheduled for the PSSC 
Appreciation Dinner and about the iPads that will be awarded.  
 
Carmel Hambrook attended PSSC meetings at four schools in her subdistrict.   
 
Mr. Mortlock mentioned the possibility of holding a DEC Retreat in May or June at 
the Richibucto River Resort.  
 
Mr. Mortlock reported on activities at Sugarloaf Senior High School as follows: 
 

- He attended a PSSC meeting at Sugarloaf Senior High School.  At that 
meeting, parents expressed concern about the number of snow days. They 
were in favor of delayed school openings.   

- Students are participating in the vocational program. 
- The student leader is doing a fantastic job with the Student Council.  He is 

interested in attending the Student Leaders’ Forum in March. 
 

Mr. Mortlock will be attending PSSC meetings in the near future at Lord 
Beaverbrook School, Campbellton Middle School and Tide Head School. 
 

L. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next regular meeting of the District Education Council will be held on March 
18, 2019 at James M. Hill Memorial High School. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. by consensus. 
 

        
Respectfully submitted, 

       
Original signed by Brenda Dunnett 
       

 Brenda Dunnett 
      Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/DEC 


