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 DISTRICT EDUCATION COUNCIL 
ANGLOPHONE NORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES 
May 14, 2018 

Rexton Elementary School 
 

Present: Micheal Mortlock, Chair 
  Joe Petersen, Vice-Chair 
  Ron Ecker 
  Andy Flanagan 
  Carmel Hambrook 
  Beatrice LeBlanc 
  Nancy McBain 
  Sheila Rogers 
  Mark Donovan, Superintendent 
  Brenda Dunnett, Executive Assistant 
 
 

 
 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Mortlock called the meeting of the District Education Council to order at 5:45 
p.m. at Rexton Elementary School. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Andy Flanagan and seconded by Carmel Hambrook that the 
Agenda be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

C. 
 
 

PRESENTATION:  Diane Wilson, Principal – Rexton Elementary School 
 
After welcoming the District Education Council members to Rexton Elementary 
School, Mrs. Wilson introduced herself and briefly outlined her educational 
background. She stated that there are currently 255 students at Rexton Elementary 
School.  These students are transported by 18 school buses, with some students 
travelling over one hour on the bus.  There are 25 teachers, including 5 First Nation 
Leads, a vice-principal, an administrative assistant, 10 educational assistants, 3 
custodians and 3 cafeteria staff.   
 
Mrs. Wilson explained the fire and lockdown drills that are conducted regularly at 
the school and some of the measures that have been taken to create additional 
security and safety. She noted that practice and debriefing are key to ensuring that 
the students, including special needs students, are prepared in the event of a 
lockdown.  
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Mrs. Wilson stated that the school staff is very active with Health and Safety issues, 
and the support staff have received VTRA (Violent Threat Risk Assessment) 
training.  
 
Rexton Elementary School is a bucket-filling school. Mrs. Wilson stated that the 
mascot, Rexi, is a model for teaching students how to treat others.  She highlighted 
some of the exciting activities and programs at the school, including a very 
competitive Chess Club, a STREAM Fair, a Learning Commons Room, Lego 
Room, Grade 5 Farewell Celebration, breakfast program, PowWow event, etc.  The 
school will be holding a Royalty Day, in recognition of the upcoming royal wedding.  
Money raised from this event will be used to fund local and third-world country 
needs.  Extra money will be used to help support wellness carnivals that are held 
in June. The Annual Tea & Craft Sale raises $10,000 each year for the Home & 
School Association. 
 
Unique to the school are three First Nation tuition agreements.  Mrs. Wilson noted 
that Jordan’s Principle ensures that all First Nation students are provided with the 
resources they need.  Rexton Elementary School is the first school to arrange for 
Jordan’s Principle to pay for lunches for First Nation students.   
 
Mrs. Wilson reported on the School Improvement Plan that is completed 
collaboratively with the staff.  She noted as well that PLC meetings are held 
regularly.   
 
As a token of appreciation for hosting the District Education Council meeting, Mr. 
Mortlock presented Mrs. Wilson with a book for her school library. 
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Joe Petersen and seconded by Ron Ecker that the minutes 
of the April 16, 2018 meeting be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

E. 
 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

(a)  LGBTQ Policy 
 
Mr. Petersen reported that a meeting will follow this District Education Council 
meeting as an opportunity to engage in further discussion about the LGBTQ policy. 
 

F. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

         Policy Monitoring 
         (i)   GP 1,2,3,4,5,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (ii)   C/SR 4 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iii)  EL 1,7 – Meeting Review Form 
         (iv)  E-2, GP-9,GP-9A, EL-6 – In Compliance – See Attached Briefing 
                Notes 
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IT WAS MOVED BY Sheila Rogers and seconded by Beatrice LeBlanc that the 
Consent Agenda Items be approved.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

G. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

All correspondence items were forwarded to the District Education Council 
members for their review prior to this meeting. 
 

H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

(a)  District Office Move 
 
Mr. Donovan reported that Anglophone North School District submitted a proposal 
to the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development with regard to 
moving district office staff to the former Payroll Center building, which is located on 
the UPM mill site.  District staff is currently housed in four locations - the Office of 
the Superintendent, Miramichi Education Center, Dr. Losier Middle School and 
James M. Hill. This move would make it possible for all staff to be housed in one 
location, resulting in more efficiencies. This proposal is being considered, and Mr. 
Donovan will provide more information as it becomes available. 
 

(b)  Major Capital Projects 
 
Following a discussion, IT WAS MOVED BY Joe Petersen and seconded by Ron 
Ecker that the following Major Capital Projects be approved for the 2019-2020 
fiscal year.   
 

 Midlife upgrade at James M. Hill 
 

 Midlife upgrade at Miramichi Valley High School 
 

 Midlife upgrade at Bonar Law Memorial School 
 

 Upgrade to Sugarloaf Senior High School, including shop areas 
 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

(c)  Capital Improvement List 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Joe Petersen and seconded by Andy Flanagan that the 2019-
2020 Capital Improvement List be approved as submitted, but that the district staff 
have authorization to adjust the list if a situation warrants a change in priority levels.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
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I. CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Mortlock reported as follows: 
 

 He recently participated in interviews for principals’ and vice-principals’ 
positions. He stressed the importance of DEC and PSSC members being 
invited to interviews for hiring principals and vice-principals. 
 

 He mentioned the PSSC Appreciation Dinner that was held on April 30.  He 
was pleased that the Minister of Education and Early Childhood 
Development was able to attend, and that all schools, with the exception of 
six, were represented. 
 

 He attended the Restigouche Turnaround Awards on May 8.   
 

 Council members will be bringing greetings on behalf of the District 
Education Council at the high school graduation ceremonies in their 
subdistricts.  Nancy McBain will attend the graduation at Dalhousie Regional 
High School on behalf of Joe Petersen, who is unable to attend due to 
another commitment. 

 

K. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Donovan reported on the following: 
 

 Nominations for “Outstanding Volunteers” were received from Rexton 
Elementary School for Bob LeGoff, and from Terry Fox Elementary School 
for Deborah Boudreau, Sherry Pitre, Kim Vandenbrand, Sophie Theriault, 
Kathy Conde, Helene Guitard, Hatem Aly, Mike and Sonia Haywood, and 
Michael Hennessy.  IT WAS MOVED BY Sheila Rogers and seconded by 
Joe Petersen that Certificates of Appreciation be prepared and presented to 
each of these volunteers. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 Starfish Awards were presented to the following employees: 
 

Parkwood Heights Elementary School – Dan Doucet, Courtney Woods, 
Susan Kane, Ann Landry, Kathleen Cormier, Coleen Savoie and Pattie 
Furlotte. 
 
Terry Fox Elementary School – Joanne Clement, Paula Chiasson, Ivy Ellis 
and Tracey MacDonald. 
 

 Mr. Donovan provided Council members with a list of administrative 
positions that have been filled to date. 

 

 A list of other upcoming administrative openings was also provided.  A 
discussion followed concerning one of these openings, specifically the 
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principal’s position at Tide Head School.   This school has only 15 students 
and 2.5 FTE teachers.  
 
Following a discussion, Mr. Donovan agreed to send a letter to the parents 
of the Tide Head School students informing them of the district’s concerns 
about the student configuration in this small population, as well as concerns 
about the quality of learning that can be achieved.  Mr. Donovan will follow 
up the letter with a meeting with parents only, in order to determine their 
wishes as to whether they prefer to have their children remain at Tide Head 
School or have them transferred to Lord Beaverbrook School until the new 
Campbellton school opens in 2020.  Mr. Donovan will send the letter and 
schedule the meeting before the next DEC meeting on June 18, 2018. 
 

 Names have been submitted from all 30 schools for the “Students First 
Awards”.  These awards will be delivered to the schools before May 31. 

 

 A calendar of special events was distributed to the DEC members. 
 

 Anglophone North School District ended the fiscal year-end on March 31, 
2018 with a surplus of $205,113.  This amount will be carried over into the 
2018-2019 budget year.  Mr. Donovan noted that the actual costs for the 
month of March in bus operations and utilities came in well after the March 
31 year-end, which did not allow enough time to adapt this information into 
the 2017-2018 budget year. 
 

 Mr. Donovan reported on the educational assistants’ funding gap.  The total 
funding gap to cover salaries for permanent and replacement educational 
assistants totalled $1,333,000.00.  The province is attempting to address 
this significant funding gap by providing additional funds in the 2018-2019 
budget year. 
 

A discussion followed with regard to First Nation enhancement funds and 
the First Nation global budget.  Ms. McBain requested clarification about 
these budgets and funding commitments.  Mr. Donovan will obtain 
clarification and will present a report at the next DEC meeting on June 18.   

 

L. 
 
 

DEC MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Beatrice LeBlanc attended the PSSC Cluster Meeting at Eleanor W. Graham 
Middle School on May 1.  At that meeting, Mr. Mortlock provided a very detailed 
report to the PSSC members about the initiatives and projects that are underway 
in Anglophone North School District.  
 
Mrs. LeBlanc will be attending regular PSSC meetings at Eleanor W. Graham 
Middle School and Harcourt School.  Mr. Mortlock suggested that Mrs. LeBlanc 
should contact the schools in her subdistrict and request that her email address be 
included in the schools’ distribution lists, so that she can be notified about future 
meetings. 
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Andy Flanagan reported that King Street Elementary School recently held a 
“Helping Hanger” event, and that $7,500 was raised in support of the school’s 
playground project. 
 
Mr. Flanagan indicated that the students involved in the drama productions at Dr. 
Losier Middle School and James M. Hill Memorial High School participated in the 
Provincial Drama Festival recently.  The students returned to their schools with 
several awards. 
 
Sheila Rogers reported as follows: 
 

 She attended the Provincial Curriculum Evaluation and Assessment 
Committee (PCEAC) meeting on April 26 in Fredericton, and she provided 
Council members with curriculum and assessment updates from that 
meeting. 

 

 She attended the PSSC Appreciation Dinner on April 30. Janeville 
Elementary School won the iPad for having the best attendance of PSSC 
members at the dinner. 
 

 Mrs. Rogers was unable to attend the District Heath Advisory Committee 
(DHAC) meeting on May 2 as she had another commitment. 
 

 Terry Fox Elementary School hosted a Games Night on April 30 to raise 
money for Lesotho.  In addition, this school hosted a STEAM event on May 
16. 
 

 As part of the April STEM Challenge for Earth Day, Grade K-1 students at 
Parkwood Heights Elementary School made birdhouses out of recycled 
materials. 
 

 Bathurst High School presented “The Addams Family Musical”.  One of the 
choirs from this musical scored 100% at the Music Festival. 
 

 CyberNB held a workshop at Bathurst High School regarding careers in the 
cyber security field.  Hon. Brian Kenny was on hand for this workshop. 
 

 ParaSport NB visited Bathurst High School to teach several classes how to 
play a number of parasports, including wheelchair basketball and 
badminton, sledge hockey, goal ball, boccia and curling.  The equipment will 
remain in the school for two weeks.   
 

 Bathurst is hosting the kick-off for this year’s Provincial Disability Awareness 
Week in Coronation Park.  The parasport equipment and an information 
table will be available at that event.  
 
 
 



7 
 

 
Nancy McBain reported on the following: 
 

 She attended the First Nation Regional Enhancement Meeting in Miramichi 
on April 18.  She briefly discussed First Nation policies and the importance 
of vetting draft policies through the First Nation stakeholders during the 
consultation process. 

 

 She plans to visit schools in each area of the school district. She reported 
on her recent visits to Campbellton Middle School and Lord Beaverbrook 
School.  Ms. McBain noted that the principals at both of these schools are 
very proud of their First Nation initiatives.  These schools have also received 
cooperation from the Listuguj and Eel River Bar First Nation communities 
for Mi’kmaq teachings.  Ms. McBain has also been invited to participate in 
the School Improvement Plan process at Campbellton Middle School.  She 
will have an opportunity to share her First Nation culture during this process. 

 
Joe Petersen presented questions, which were raised at recent PSSC meetings, 
with regard to the Principal’s Evaluation and the Minister’s Excellence in Education 
Awards.  Mr. Donovan stated that it is a requirement in the Teachers’ Collective 
Agreement that the district have supporting documentation in the event that a 
principal’s five-year contract is not renewed.  The district considers the Principal’s 
Evaluation as a valuable tool in this regard. Mr. Petersen also received clarification 
that the Minister’s Excellence in Education Award recipients are chosen by the 
DEC Chair and Superintendent. School districts normally receive the nomination 
forms for this award in May. Anglophone North School District has an allocation of 
two recipients for this award. 
 
Mr. Petersen stated that he also attended the PSSC Appreciation Dinner on April 
30. 
 
Carmel Hambrook reported as follows: 
 

 She attended a PSSC meeting at MVHS in April.  PSSC members asked for 
clarification about whether the PSSC budget can be used to cover the 
expenses for outside signage.  Mr. Donovan and Mr. Mortlock confirmed 
that the Act does not deem this as an appropriate PSSC expense. 

 

 Some MVHS students will be providing leadership and assistance during 
the Special Olympics.   

 

 Mrs. Hambrook attended the PSSC Appreciation Dinner in Bathurst and sat 
with the PSSC members from Tabusintac Community School and Jacquet 
River School.  She also plans to attend year-end meetings at some of the 
schools in her subdistrict. 

 
Mr. Ecker attended the PSSC Appreciation Dinner, and he offered a suggestion for 
acknowledging PSSC members at next year’s dinner.  
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Mr. Ecker was very appreciative of the PSSC meeting he attended at Millerton 
School.  He acknowledged the work of Mr. Dean Mutch, Director of Schools, in 
helping to open the door for the District Education Council at that school.  The 
principal also provided Mr. Ecker with a tour of the school building.   
 
Mr. Mortlock distributed a list of DEC meeting dates and locations for the 2018-
2019 school year.  There was a suggestion that the location of the November 19, 
2018 meeting be changed to the Elsipogtog School.  Beatrice LeBlanc agreed to 
make arrangements with the Elsipogtog School. 
 

L. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next regular meeting of the District Education Council will be held on June 18, 
2018 at the Office of the Superintendent at 5:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. on a motion by Joe Petersen . 
 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       

Original signed by Brenda Dunnett 
       

 Brenda Dunnett 
      Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/DEC 


