
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sustainability Study Report and Recommendation 
Policy 409 

Tide Head, Lord Beaverbrook School and Campbellton 
Middle School 

September 21, 2015 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Sustainability Study Final Report and Recommendation 
Campbellton Middle School, Lord Beaverbrook School and Tide Head School 

 
The sustainability study done by the DEC as looked at 2 options as recommended by District 
Office staff: 

 
maintain status quo 

or 
close the three schools and build a new K-8 school in Subdistrict 1. 

 
DEC Recommendation: To ask for a new K-8 build for Subdistrict 1 area for the following 
reasons: 
 

Criteria Points to Consider 

1. Low Declining Enrolments  Enrolments, particularly in the 
Campbellton area, have declined 
significantly and there is no increased 
growth expected in any of the 
communities up until 2020.  These 
low enrolments at all schools create 
hardships in ensuring that resources 
are used effectively. 

2. Health and Safety Outstanding capital improvement 
projects for each school: 

 Tide Head (1947) – $169,000.00 – 
school is not accessible 

 Lord Beaverbrook School  (1959) – 
$487,000.00 

 Campbellton Middle School (1925 – 
original section) – $372,000.00 – new 
section added in 1983 resulting in a 
grade of approximately 3 feet 
between it and older part of school.  
School is 3 stories high which we 
believe is not suitable for early 
elementary students.  

3. Education Programs and Services  Tide Head’s low population causes 
challenges for staffing.  Another 
teacher had to be added this year to 
the staff allotment because of one 
new student entering the school, 
which brought the student teacher 
ratio from 1:12.25 students to 1:9.8 



students, significantly increasing the 
cost of running the school and putting 
it well below other district school 
allocations. 

 Assessment results at all three 
schools are often below the district 
and provincial average, indicating that 
resources could be better managed to 
support learning in one school than 
having the resources spread thinly 
across three schools. 

4. Transportation  Some students are currently on buses 
for over an hour on a couple of 
routes.  The busing system could be 
overhauled to find efficiencies. 

5. Operating Costs  Yearly operating costs of running the 
three schools is in the area of 3.8 
million dollars.  By combining three 
schools, a savings of $610,000.00 
would be realized yearly. 

6. Impact on the Community  Limited impact on any of the 
communities as the schools are 
relatively close together.  Tide Head 
does rent space from the church but 
it would take time for a new build so 
they would have time to make 
alternate arrangements.   

7. Impact on Other Schools  There would be no impact on other 
schools as all students would become 
part of one K-8 school. 

8. Economic Development  Opportunities New Brunswick is not 
currently working on any files with 
the potential for a major impact on 
the economy of the region.  A 
location in Atholville has been 
selected for the site of a new 
medicinal marijuana plant and if this 
becomes operational, it could have a 
positive impact on the communities 
of Tide Head and Campbellton. 

 
 
 


